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 			 The Contest of Athens
	The Contest of Athens is a myth. Myth-story that explains why people, animals or things are the way they are. They are normally set a very long time ago.


Direction: Read the passage and answer the questions.
Long ago, the city of Athens needed a patron, someone to watch over the city. There were two great beings who wished to be the patron. One was Poseidon, who ruled the seas. The other was Athena, who had great wisdom. The king of Athens had to select one of these two, so he asked each one to give a valuable and important gift to Athens. “Your gift must be something useful for the city,” said the king.

It was Poseidon’s turn first. He hit the ground with his spear, the long-handled blade he always carried. From the ground, a well appeared. Water began to flow. The king hurried to the well to taste the water. He found that the water was as salty as the sea. “This will not do as a gift to Athens,” he said.

Next, it was Athena’s turn. She also hit the ground with her spear. In that spot, she buried an olive branch in the ground to make an olive tree. The olive tree would give the people of Athens food, oil, and wood. The king was very happy with Athena’s fine gift. He stated, “Because you have given us this olive tree, I will make you the patron of Athens.”

Athena was pleased, but Poseidon was dejected at losing the contest. He flooded the land with seawater. Once he calmed down, he drained the floodwater away.


Comprehension: Theme and Fluency
[bookmark: _GoBack]Directions: Reread the passage and answer the questions.
1. What was Poseidon’s gift to Athens? How did the king feel about Poseidon’s gift?
	







2. What was Athena’s gift to Athens? How did the king feel about Athena’s gift? 
	






3. What is the theme of the passage?
	







                       Commas in a Series
	Tips: Use commas to separate three or more words in a series.
The last comma comes before the words /and/  /or/.
 Example: Plants need food, water, and sunlight.



Directions: Find the mistakes by adding the commas. Write the correct sentence in the box.
I need to get pots seeds and plant food.
	




Anna Mary and Michael will help me.
	




We will plant water and weed the garden.
	




 Ben and Nick like fruits vegetables and flowers.
	




 Amber can use berries in salads desserts or sauces.
	





