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After Auschwitz

speech by

as born in Romania. After the
Germans invaded his town, Wiesel and his family were sent
wAuschwitz. Only Wiesz! and two of his sisters survived.
Mter the war, Wiese! rr:cved to France and became a
journalist. It was there ihat he wrote Night, a book about
hisexperiences at Ausciiwitz. The book has sold millions
ofcopies in many different languages. Wiesel later mO\{ed
lothe United States. There he devoted himself to ensuring
that the deaths of millions of Jews in concentration c'amps
would never be forgotten, and that other human be{ngsl
Would never be subjected to such crimes. In 1986, Wiese
Wasawarded the Nobel Peace Prize for his life’s work.

ElieWiesel (b. 1928) v
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€C A fter Auschwitz, the human condition is not the same,

nothing will be the same.”

Here heaven and earth are on fire. .
I speak to you as a man, who 50 years and nine days ago

had no name, no hope, no future and was known only by his

number, A7713. H
I speak as a Jew who has seen what humanity has done

to itself by trying to exterminate an entire people and inflict
suffering and humiliation and death on so many others.

In this place of darkness and malediction® we can
but stand in awe and remember its stateless, faceless and
1 i nameless victims. Close your eyes and look: endless nocturnal
f ‘f processions are converging here, and here it is always night.
| i Here heaven and earth are on fire.
i Close your eyes and listen. Listen to the silent screams
- 3 of terrified mothers, the prayers of anguished old men and
| g [ women. Listen to the tears of children, Jewish children, a
T beautiful little girl among them, with golden hair, whose
/ B vulnerable tenderness has never left me. Look and listen as

' A7713: the identification number tattooed on Wiesel at Auschwitz.
? malediction (mél“i-dik ‘shon): curse.
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- Victims, let us declare this
' commemorate their death, not to celebrate our own

Slonathan Nuﬁen-W\\k\nsoNShut\ars\ock
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And it worked. The killers
she world was the world and everything else

jife as usual. In the towns nearby, what happ
Life was going on where God’s

jands nearby, what happened?

_reation was condemned to blasphemy” by t
. their accomplices.

Yitgadal veyitkadash, Shmay Rabba.

killed, the victims died and

was going on,
ened? In the

heir killers and

Turning point or watershed,® Birkenau® produced a
* mutation” on a cosinic scale, affecting man’s dreams and
endeavours. After /:ischwitz, the human condition is no

longer the same. A:te

the same.

Yitgadal veyitkadash, Shmay Rabba.

i over death.
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Yitgadal veyitkadash, Shmay Ra
. thedead. N
: 4 blasPhemy (blds” fo-me): a disrepect for religion.
: Watershed: a place that marks a change of S
s Birkenau: the sub-camp at Auschwitz where Prt
- Mutation (myGo-ta” shon): change.

bba: the words that beginaJe

-+ Auschwitz, nothing will ever be

As we remember the solitude and the pain of its
day marks our commitment to

victory

wish prayer for

e or direction.

soners were killed.
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As we reflect upon the past, we must address ourselves to
the present and the future. In the name of all that is sacred |
in memory, let us stop the bloodshed in Bosnia, Rwanda and

k cks against Jews

Chechnia; the vicious and ruthless terror atta ;
d oppose more effectively

in the Holy Land.® Let us reject an
religious fanaticism and racial hate.
Where else can we say to the world “Remember the

morality of the human condition,” if not here?

For the sake of our children, we must remember Birkenau,
s so that it does not become their future.
Yitgadal veyitkadash, Shmay Rabba: Weep for Thy
rned then: weep for them,

children whose death was not mou
our Father in heaven, for they were deprived of their right to

be buried, for heaven itself became their cemetery.

C?JL‘LABORATIVE DISCUSSION Elie Wiesel delivered the speech
you just read at a ceremony marking the 50th anniversary of the

liberati : , _
h::e;itm of AUSChW|t‘Z. With a partner, discuss whether you think
ssage was the right one for the occasion. Cite evidence from

the text to support your thoughts.
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After Auschwitz

;;:;g,;ﬁ:;::: that best completes the statement or answers the question.

S e the letter of the best answer.

Read each of the following questions. Then choos
ch at Auschwitz?

likely reason that Elie Wiesel was asked to give a spee
nd during the war to learn about the camp.

its few survivors and can say what it was like.

mp to share their ideas.

d each day at the camp.

Which is the most

B He was one of
C He and his family often visit the ca

D He knew the prayers that were sai

Wiesel gives his speech when he is

A almost a teenager.

B just released from Auschwitz.

C over fifty years old.
D about to enter Auschwitz.

Wiesel says that the victims of Auschwitz were

A people from all over Europe.

B always Jewish people.
C mothers and their children.
D from towns nearby.

Besides remembering Auschwitz, Elie Wiesel believes that people should

A continue to say daily prayers for those who died.

B recognize the non-Jewish victims of the camps.
C watch for nighttime processions of families.
D prevent similar situations from happening again.

When Wiesel says, “Here heaven and earth are on fire” he is calling to mind

A the bright sun on the day of his speech.

B the death and destruction at Auschwitz.
C the warm feelings throughout the audience.
D the constant need for light at Auschwitz.

Which is an example of an emotional appeal that Wiesel uses in his speech?

A “Listen to the silent screams of terrified mothers

B “All these men and women and children came from everywhere

C “Itis true that not all the victims were Jews.”
D “..we must address ourselves to the present and the future.”

In his speech, Elie Wiesel uses repetition to
appeal to emotions.
gain moral support.
emphasize an idea.



Name:

Which i 1 anpeal that Wiesel makes during his speech?
— & A ~imsﬂ$$ t:spie}oodshed in Bosnia, Rwanda and Crhechnia..."
B8 .. they quietly walk toward dark flames so gigantic...” ) B}
C “in this place of darkness and malediction we can but stand in awe...
D “Listen to the tears of children, Jewish children...”
9. When Wiesel says that the victims of Auschwitz were «gtateless, faceless, and nameless,” he is
- using a rhetorical device known as :
A repetition.
B personification.
C imagery.
D parallelism.
10. Why does Wiesel repeat a Jewish prayer for the dead during his speech?
A to show that he values his religion
B to convince listeners of the value of prayer
C to offer thanks that he survived Auschwitz
D to honor those who died at Auschwitz

Short Answer

Written Response
Answer the following questions based on your knowledge of th

earby towns have on the situation in Auschwitz?

e speech.

11. According to Wiesel, what impact did péople inn
“this kingdom of darkness” and “this kingdom of

12. What does Wiese! suggest by calling Auschwitz
eternal night”?



