Text-Based Writing

The
Unsinkable 2 0 1 6

Titanic

4th & 5th Grade | Informative /Explanatory




Directions:

The following passages are about the sinking of the Titanic. Write an informative
essay in which you explain how the Titanic sank, even though it was believed to be
“unsinkable.” Use information from the sources to support your essay.

Manage your time carefully so that you can:

-Read the passages;

-Plan your response:

-Write your response:

-Revise and edit your response

Be sure to include:
-An introduction;

-Support for your controlling idea using information from the passages;
-A conclusion that is related to your controlling idea

Your writing should be in the form of a well-organized, multi paragraph essay.



Source #1

The Unsinkable Ship

After two years of construction, weighing in at a total of 52,310 tons, the British
passenger ship the Titanic was finally launched on May 31, 1911. The ship was
built by the White Star Line company, a leading cruise maker at the time, and was
advertised as being “unsinkable” in design. An excerpt from Shipbuilder magazine
(1911) writes about the different compartments under the ship, designed to close
off if water somehow got on board. It claimed:

“Each door is held in the open position by a suitable friction clutch, which can be
instantly released by means of a powerful electro-magnet controlled from the
captain's bridge, so that in the event of accident, or at any time when it may be
considered advisable, the captain can, by simply moving an electric switch,
instantly close the doors throughout and make the vessel practically unsinkable."

The Titanic was designed to stay afloat even with four of its watertight
compartments being flooded, and passengers and crew alike had absolute faith that
the steel-ship was positively unsinkable.

Unfortunately for both passengers and crew, this claim was only a myth.
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On April 15, 1912, the Titanic sank only 4 hours after accidentally striking an
iceberg. On its maiden (1%) voyage, the $7.5 million Titanic was reduced to

nothing but a pile of rubble at the bottom of the Atlantic Ocean.

People around the world were shocked! With so many claims referring to the
safety of the ship, no one could possibly understand what had happened. But
scientists, with the help of many survivors’ stories, have helped us piece together
what when so wrong on that chilly, April morning. Even now, over 100 years later,
we find ourselves fascinated with the tale of the “Unsinkable Ship,” and still spend
countless hours learning and researching this tragic, yet alluring tale.
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On the Right: A newspaper for the Olympic
and Titanic ships advertise the safety and
luxurious-nature of the two cruises. Dates for
their maiden voyages appear, with no one
expecting the ship leaving on April 13" would

sink only two days into its trip to the Americas.

On the left: An excerpt from an advertisement by the
cruise company claiming that the Titanic and its sister
ship the Olympic were “wonderful vessels designed to
| be unsinkable.”” We know now that these statements
.~ were not true.
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Source #2

Warning’s Unheeded

How do you sink an unsinkable ship? A combination of poor navigation, bad
weather, and warnings that went unheeded.

Climate
One of the greatest factors to consider in
the sinking of the Titanic was the
weather. Sources claim that during that
year in particular, the world was
experiencing climate conditions that led
to an increase number of icebergs.
Moreover, based on the positions of the
moon and Earth, the tides were
favorable for an unusually high tide; an
==mnadann on c= nereenng e @VENE that would have caused even more
suting Singenumsofeeon e o etz joebergs to be in the area or ocean
where the Titanic first encountered it’s large adversary. While the conditions were
not enough to cause the sinking of the ship alone, the climate and corresponding
large blocks of ice in the water were the first of many steps in the recipe for
disaster.

Human Error

While it is unfair to place blame on any one individual for what happened, there is
significant evidence pointing towards human negligence as a contributing factor.
Negligence is when something is not taken care of or paid attention to. During its
maiden voyage, the captain and crew were warned many times about the unusually
large and prolific icebergs in the area. The Titanic had received multiple warnings
over the radio about these icebergs, but many of these messages were never passed

on to the ship’s captain. Along with ignoring these crucial warnings prior to the

accident, construction teams also ignored warnings concerning the boat’s
emergency exit options. The Titanic was not equipped with enough lifeboats to




save all of its passengers in case of an emergency; leaving many people stranded
when the ship went down.

Ship Malfunctions
Just before impact occurred, one of the first officers on board the ship telegraphed
the engine room telling them to put the ship’s engines in reverse. He had hoped
this would help the boat avoid the iceberg, or at least mitigate (lessen) the damage.
Unfortunately, putting the ship in reverse was a fatal mistake, because the crew
could not steer the ship as easily with the engine going in reverse. It’s an ironic fact
that had the crew not tried to slow the ship down, they may have been able to turn
fast enough to avoid impact.

Regardless of this maneuver,
however, was the fact that the ship
was designed in a manner that was
not strong enough to withstand the

Impact the ship faced when hitting the
iceberg. Scientists went back and
looked into the materials used to build
the boat and found that even though
the sides of the boat were constructed
with high-quality, durable steel, the
iron-rivets that held these pieces
together were cheap, and low-grade.

It was these low-grade, weak rivets . : : e
that ripped apart during the collision and allowed for water to penetrate into 6 of
the water-lock compartments; sinking the “unsinkable” ship in only 4 hours.




Source #3

Interviewing a Survivor

Below are several quotes from individuals who survived the sinking of the Titanic.
They tell their versions of what they heard and saw that fateful April morning.

“I was on the whale deck in the bow calling the watch that was to relieve when the ice first came aboard.
The collision opened the seams below the water-line but did not even scratch the paint above the line. |
know that because | was one of those who helped to make an examination over the side with a lantern. |
went down into the engine-room at 12:40am. We even made coffee, so there was not much thought of
danger. An hour later | was still working at the light engines. | heard the chief engineer tell one of his
subordinates that number six bulkhead had given way. At that time things began to look bad... | was told to
go up and see how things were, and made my way up a dummy funnel to the bridge deck. By that time all
the boats had left the ship, yet everyone in the engine-room was at his post. | was near the captain and
heard him say, ‘Well boys, it’s every man for himself now.”” — Alfred White, Greaser in the Engine
Room

Above: Alfred Write, a crew member in one of the ship’s engine rooms writes about how even after the
collision, no one on the ship seemed concerned. No one believed the ship could ever sink. How do you
think this affected the overall tragedy of the Titanic? Could more have been done to protect passengers?

“When the Titanic struck the iceberg, | was in bed. However, for whatever reason | was awake and
remember the jolt and cessation of motion. A steward knocked on the stateroom door and directed us to get
dressed, put on life preservers and go to the boat deck, which we did... The steward as we passed was
trying to arouse passengers who had locked themselves in for the night. Elevators were not running. We
walked up to the boat deck. Al was calm and orderly. An officer was in charge. ‘Women and children first,’
he said, as he directed lifeboat number 11 to be filled. There were many tearful farewells. We and Uncle Jim
said good-bye... The lowering of the lifeboat 70 feet to the sea was perilous. Davits, ropes, nothing worked
properly, so that first one end of the lifeboat was tilted up and then far down. ... When | awoke it was broad
daylight as we approached the Carpathia. Looking around over the gunwale it seemed to me like the Arctic.
Icebergs of huge size ringed the horizon for 360 degrees.” — Marshall Drew Eight-year-old traveling
with his Aunt and Uncle

Above: Marshall Drew speaks of evacuating passengers from the ship and remarks on the large number
of icebergs surrounding the site of the sinking.



“A number of us who were enjoyed the crisp air were promenading about the deck. Captain Smith was on
the bridge when the first cry from the lookout came that there was an iceberg ahead. It may have been 30
feet high when | saw it. It was possibly 200 yards away and dead ahead. Captain Smith shouted some
orders... A number of us promenaders rushed to the bow of the ship. When we saw he could no fail to hit it,
we rushed to the stern. Then came a crash, and the passengers were panic-stricken.”— George Brayton -
First Class Passenge

Above: George Brayton describes the whereabouts of the captain when the fatal iceberg hit the ship.
Passengers were able to see the iceberg from the main deck, alluding to the fact that the captain was
already aware and dealing with the issue from his point atop the bridge.

Below: A picture is taken of one of the life boats as a rescue ships comes to their aid.
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