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RL.1.2 – Quiz
Helping Hurricane
	1
	Rob went from stall to stall, giving each horse oats, grain, and water. It was hard work being a stable hand at Linley Stables, but he loved it. Linley Stables trained thoroughbreds, some of the fastest animals in the world. Every time Rob saw them on the racetrack, he felt lost in admiration for their drive, speed, and stamina.1 Getting up at 4:30 each morning was a small price to pay for the privilege of caring for these beautiful animals.



	2
	When Jeb, the trainer in charge of running the stables, came in, Rob seized the opportunity to ask the question that had been on his mind all morning. “How did Hurricane run last night, Jeb?”



	3
	Of all the horses in the stable, Hurricane, a spirited two-year-old, was Rob’s special favorite. Mr. Linley hoped that Hurricane would one day be a champion, although Hurricane had not yet won any races. Last night, Hurricane had been in an important race. Rob hoped that Jeb would have good news, but his hopes died when he saw the look on the trainer’s face.



	4
	Jeb sighed deeply. “It happened again, Rob. Hurricane is the fastest horse in this stable, but he never wins a race. He’s so intelligent, he can sense the tension in the air on the day of a big race, and it makes him nervous. He uses up all his energy beforehand, and then a slower horse gets the prize.” He shook his head. “It’s such a pity. Mr. Linley is considering selling him.”



	5
	Rob’s heart sank. On the day of a race, there were certain changes in the horses’ routine. Instead of being fed in the morning as usual, they were fed at night, after the race. That way, they would not use up energy on digestion while they ran. Also, they were not taken out for exercise on the day of a race, as they usually were. Finally, there was more activity on the day of a race, as jockeys, grooms, trainers, and owners met to inspect and discuss the horses they had such high hopes for. It seemed that Hurricane could always tell when a race was coming, and for the rest of the day he would fidget in his stall, instead of resting peacefully and conserving his energy.



	6
	After Jeb left the stable, taking one of the horses with him, Rob went to Hurricane’s stall. He gently scratched the horse between the eyes. “Mr. Linley can’t give up on you,” Rob said out loud. “You’ve got what it takes to win. I just know it.” As he racked his brain to think of a way to calm the jittery horse, something he had read came back to him. It seemed crazy enough that it just might work.



	7
	 A few days later, when Rob was spreading fresh hay in the horses’ stalls, Mr. Linley and Jeb paid a visit to the stable. Though nervous, Rob forced himself to speak up. After all, Hurricane’s future was at stake. “Mr. Linley, I have an idea that might help keep Hurricane calm before a race.”



	8
	The sharp-eyed owner looked him up and down. “Let’s hear it, then.”



	9
	Rob spoke quickly. “Two ideas, actually. The first is music. Listening to soft music relaxes people. Perhaps we could put a radio in Hurricane’s stall and see if it has the same effect on him.”



	10
	“And the second idea?” Mr. Linley asked.



	11
	Rob said, “Company. In some stables, horses are given a stablemate—a chicken, a cat, or some other calm animal. It’s just possible that this would distract Hurricane from all his pacing and energy-wasting movements.”



	12
	“I never heard of such a thing,” Mr. Linley said. He turned to Jeb. “What do you think?”



	13
	“I think it’s worth a try, sir,” Jeb replied. “Rob’s a smart boy, and he’s devoted to these horses. Besides, what harm could a friend and a bit of music do?”



	14
	A week later, after listening to relaxing music on the radio every day and sharing his stall with a plump hen named Molly, Hurricane breezed past the other horses to win his first race.


1stamina.: endurance
Question #1
What might be another good title for this passage?
A. Linley Stable Thoroughbreds
B. The Responsibilities of a Horse Trainer
C. A Positive Attitude Creates a Champion Horse
D. Different Types of Music for Training Racehorses

Question #2
What is the best summary of this passage?
A. Rob worked with racehorses at a stable. When the horses weren’t winning, Rob tried to help them. Hurricane was one horse that Rob helped win a race.
B. Rob works with racehorses and really likes Huricane. Hurricane should be a champion, but isn’t winning any races. Rob helps him to finally win a race by keeping him calm on race day.
C. Hurricane is Rob’s favorite horse. Rob notices that Hurricane doesn’t like his race day routine so he changes it. Rob also gets Hurricane a stablemate and music.
D. Mr. Linley was going to sell Hurricane because he wouldn’t win any races. Rob was upset and asked Mr. Linley not to sell him. Rob tried different things to keep Hurricane from being sold.

Question #3
How does Rob help Hurricane win a race?
A. by riding him
B. by giving him extra food
C. by making him rest on race day
D. by helping him to relax with music

Question #4
What is the main theme of this passage?
A. Success comes through being determined.
B. Winning is what matters in life.
C. Being nervous causes accidents.
D. Too many opinions cause arguments.
Question #5
What is the theme of this passage?
A. Be willing to share everything with others.
B. Be willing to try new ideas.
C. Allow time for making important decisions.
D. A person who wants too much may get nothing at all.


Communicating Cultures
[image: ]
	1
	“¿De dónde son los cantantes?” Javier’s father, Mr. Puente, sang as he fried the sweet, green plantains1 for dinner. Javier’s father always sang this song, translated to mean, “Where are the singers from?” It was an old Caribbean song asking which part of the island the singers are from—the mountains or the plains. Mr. Puente loved the music and the dances of the Caribbean and used to sing in a band. Javier knew his father missed their homeland—the Dominican Republic, one of the large Caribbean islands. Javier missed the Dominican Republic too, but he enjoyed being in the United States. He now knew both Spanish and English and was glad he could speak both. He even hoped eventually to speak a third language.



	2
	“Hello, you two,” a loud, happy voice called from the living room.



	3
	“Hi, Mom, let me help you with those bags,” Javier said as his mother walked into the kitchen.



	4
	“Oh, I see you are making plantains for dinner. How nice!” Mrs. Puente said as she helped herself to one from the stove. In Spanish, Mr. Puente asked Mrs. Puente how her day was.



	5
	“English, please,” Mrs. Puente interrupted. Javier’s father sighed and went back to frying the plantains. Since arriving in the United States, both Javier and his parents had taken English lessons, but only Javier and his mother had put in the effort to speak English well. Javier’s father, on the other hand, was resistant. He didn’t want to let go of his native language.



	6
	The next day at school, it was announced that the middle school was holding its annual multicultural fair in two months. Javier really wanted his father to come and speak about the music and dances of the Dominican Republic, but he knew his father’s English was weak. That night at home, Javier decided to give it a try and asked his father to speak at the fair.



	7
	“I don’t think so, Javier,” Mr. Puente answered in Spanish. “You know my English is not that strong. Spanish is my language.”



	8
	“Papi, you think learning English means letting go of Spanish, but it doesn’t have to be that way. You can speak both languages. How will you be able to share our culture with the United States? You need to know English so you can teach others about the Dominican Republic,” Javier replied.



	9
	“Think about it. You can teach the students about the great dances of the Dominican Republic—the merengue, for example. You could also share your music with them, but you need to learn English to do so,” Mrs. Puente added.



	10
	“I never thought about it that way,” Mr. Puente answered in Spanish.



	11
	“I’m proud of you, Javier,” he then slowly began in English. “My son has taught me something very important tonight.”



	12
	“Gracias—thank you—Papi,” Javier replied in both languages with a smile.



	13
	For the next two months, Mr. Puente went back to his English lessons, working very hard to become more fluent. He felt ready to speak at the multicultural fair.



	14
	“Students, I would like to open by sharing an old Caribbean song with you,” Mr. Puente said as he began his presentation at the fair. He reached for his guitar. “I’ll sing the verses in English first, and then in Spanish,” Mr. Puente added as he winked at Javier.



	15
	“Where are the singers from? ¿De dónde son los cantantes?” Mr. Puente sang. As Javier watched his father interact with the students, he realized for the first time what that old Caribbean song was really about: The singers are from everywhere—both the mountains and the plains.



	16
	“We are all singers, singers from everywhere with our own stories to tell,” Javier thought to himself as he joined in the song.


1green plantains: a type of banana from the Caribbean
Question #6
What is Mr. Puente’s biggest conflict in the passage?
A. He does not want to speak at the school fair because he cannot sing in English.
B. He does not want to speak at the school fair because he is shy in front of crowds.
C. He does not want to learn English because he thinks he will have to give up Spanish.
D. He does not want to learn English because he thinks it is a difficult language to learn.

Question #7
What is Mr. Puente’s main problem in the passage?
A. He wants his son to value his family history.
B. He is still learning how to tell stories with songs.
C. He is nervous about singing in front of a large group of young people.
D. He wants to learn the language of his new home without giving up his past.

Question #8
Which is the best summary of this passage?
A. Javier Puente likes living in the United States, but he misses the Dominican Republic. He and his mother and father are trying to learn to speak English. Javier and his mother have an easier time and try to speak English as much as possible, but his father learns more slowly.
B. The Puente family comes to the United States from the Dominican Republic. They love the songs and dances of the Caribbean. Javier’s father used to be in a band, and he sings at a multicultural fair at Javier’s school.
C. The Puente family from the Dominican Republic moves to the United States. Javier and his mother work hard to learn English, but Mr. Puente is resistant. With encouragement, Mr. Puente learns English so that he can share his culture with the students at Javier’s school.
D. Javier Puente and his mother and father are encouraged to speak English, even though Spanish is their native language. Javier’s English is good because he and his parents take lessons. Though Mr. Puente can sing in Spanish, he has more trouble singing in English.




Question #9
Which title could also be used for the passage “Communicating Cultures”?
A. Singing at the Fair
B. Learning a New Song
C. Singers from Everywhere
D. Dad Learns to Play the Guitar

Question #10
What is the theme of this passage?
A. enjoying lovely music
B. learning something new
C. getting a good education
D. making many new friends

image1.png




