LESSON 1 SUMMARY
No Taxation Without Representation

1. DETERMINING
CENTRAL IDEAS Why
did the British think it
was necessary to tax the
colonists?

2. EVALUATING Which act
did the British pass to try to
prevent smuggling? How did
this act and other trade laws
threaten the personal rights
of colonists?
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Dealing With Great Britain

After the French and Indian War, the British controlled much of
North America, including Florida. Britain divided Florida into
two colonies—East and West Florida. Both were royal
colonies, ruled by an appointed governor.

To protect all the land it controlled in North America, the
British issued the Proclamation of 1763. This order prohibited
colonists from moving west of the Appalachian Mountains.

It accomplished three things:

« It helped keep peace between Native Americans and
settlers.

« It kept colonists near the Atlantic Coast, where the
British control was stronger.

« It helped the British control westward expansion and
the fur trade.

Enforcing Trade Laws

To protect its interests, Britain kept 10,000 soldiers in the
colonies. The British government needed money to pay the
troops. It also needed money to pay its debt from the war.
To raise revenue, or money, Britain placed new taxes on the
colonists and enforced old tax laws more strictly.

To avoid paying taxes, some colonists smuggled goods, which
meant they transported goods secretly and illegally. To stop
the smuggling, the British prime minister convinced Parliament
to pass a new law in 1763. American juries often found
smugglers innocent, so the new law sent smugglers to be
tried by royally appointed judges without juries. Parliament
also approved writs of assistance. These documents allowed
officers to search any location for smuggled goods.

The Sugar Act

In 1764 Parliament passed the Sugar Act. It lowered the tax on
molasses. By doing this, the British government hoped the
colonists would pay the lower tax instead of resorting to
smuggling. The law also stated that officers could take
smuggled goods without going to court.
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Name Date Class

LESSON 1 SUMMARY, continued

Colonists believed the new laws violated their rights as British 3. ANALYZING CHARTS

citizens. Look at the chart titled “A
- They believed they had a right to a trial by jury and to Growing Debt.” How many
be considered innocent until proven guilty, as stated in shillings was each British
British law. citizen paying toward Great
. They thought they should be protected from officers Britain’s national debt? How
invading their home in search of smuggled goods. many was each colonist
- They also believed that they should not be taxed paying?

without their consent.

BRITAIN’S PER-CAPITA WAR DEBT, 1765
4. CITING TEXT

Share of the debt per person: EVIDENCE Underline the

@@@@@@@@ protest British tax laws.

Colorie: OO OOOOO
000000009

® =1iitishpound @) =1Briish shilling
1Pound (£) = 20 Shillings

Source: Don Cook. The Long Fuse: How England
Lost the American Colonies, 1760-1785

New Taxes on the Colonies

In 1765 Parliament passed the Stamp Act. This law taxed
printed items in the colonies, such as newspapers, wills, and
even playing cards. Each printed item needed to be stamped
to show that the tax had been paid.

Opposition to the Stamp Act

The Stamp Act angered the colonists. They said that only the
people they had elected to the colonial assemblies could tax
them. Patrick Henry, who was a member of the Virginia House
of Burgesses, convinced the Burgesses to pass a resolution,
or declaration, stating that they were against the Stamp Act.

It said that only the Virginia assembly had the right to tax its
citizens.
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LESSON 1 SUMMARY, continued

The Sons of Liberty also protested the Stamp Act. This group
was started by Samuel Adams and others in Boston. Members
burned effigies, or figures made to look like tax collectors, in
protest.

5. CITING EVIDENCE What
was Henry’s reason for
protesting the Stamp Act?

Delegates from nine colonies met in New York in what was
called the Stamp Act Congress. They sent a resolution to
Parliament and the British king. It said that only assemblies in
the colonies could tax the colonies. Colonial merchants
boycotted, or refused to buy, British goods.

When British merchants began to lose money, they asked
Parliament to repeal, or cancel the Stamp Act. Parliament
repealed the law but also passed another law called the
Declaratory Act. It stated that Parliament did have the right to
tax colonists.

Patrick Henry addresses the Virginia House of Burgesses.
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LESSON 1 SUMMARY, continued

The Townshend Acts

In 1767 parliament passed the Townshend Acts. Instead of
taxing items within the colonies, the law taxed goods imported
to the colonies. The taxes had to be paid on the goods before
they were brought to the colonies.

This tax was also unpopular with the colonists. Many women
protested the tax and staged another boycott. They urged
people to make their own goods instead of buying them from
Britain. Some women’s groups called themselves the
Daughters of Liberty.

@ REVEWIEONI

1. Complete the chart below or create your own chart on a separate piece of paper to
show the different British taxes imposed on the colonists.

BRITISH TAXES

Name Purpose

2. # DETERMINING CAUSE AND EFFECT Use the information from your chart
and the lesson to write an essay explaining the various taxes put in place by the
British, and the colonists’ responses to those taxes. In your essay, answer the
following questions: What forms of protest did the colonists use to voice their
opinions on the tax acts passed by the British? Which of these types of protest do
you think was most effective? Explain your reasoning.
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LESSON 2 SUMMARY
Uniting the Colonists

1. IDENTIFYING POINTS
OF VIEW List two reasons
that the British soldiers might
have believed they were
justified when they fired on
the Boston colonists.

2. DISTINGUISHING FACT
FROM OPINION Why
are Samuel Adams’ posters
and Paul Revere’s engraving
of the Boston Massacre
considered propaganda?
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Trouble in Massachusetts

The growing unrest in the colonies made British officials
nervous. They asked Britain to send more troops to Boston to
stop the rebellion. As the “redcoats” set up camps in the
center of the city, angry colonists jeered. To make matters
worse, British soldiers were often rude. They earned little pay
so some stole from local shops and got into fights with
colonists. Many competed for jobs that the colonists wanted.

Tension in the Streets

On March 5, 1770, a fight broke out between a group of
soldiers and Bostonians. Townspeople threw sticks and
stones at the soldiers. When one soldier was knocked down,
one of the redcoats fired into the crowd, killing five colonists.
One was Crispus Attucks, a dockworker who was part African
and part Native American. The colonists called the event the
Boston Massacre.

Spreading the News

The colonists used the “massacre” as propaganda.
Propaganda is information that is used to influence people’s
opinions. Samuel Adams put up posters that showed soldiers
killing Bostonians. Paul Revere made an engraving that
showed British soldiers opening fire on orderly colonists.

Many colonists called for stronger boycotts. Parliament
reacted by repealing most of the Townshend Acts, except for
the tax on tea. As a result, trade with Britain resumed.

However, tension between the colonists and Britain continued
to grow. In 1772 Samuel Adams brought back the Boston
committee of correspondence, which had been used in
earlier protests. The group urged colonists to take action
against the British and helped to unite colonists against British
policies.
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LESSON 2 SUMMARY, continued

Crisis in Boston

A large part of Britain’s economy was based on the profits of
the British East India Company. By 1773 it was in financial
trouble. In an effort to save the company, Parliament passed
the Tea Act. It gave the company almost total control of the
tea market in the colonies. It also removed some taxes on tea.

These actions did not calm the colonists, however. They did
not want to pay any tax on tea, and they did not want
Parliament telling them what tea they could buy. To protest,
colonial merchants began a new boycott. They vowed to stop
East India Company ships from unloading.

A Tea Party

On the night of December 16, 1773, the Sons of Liberty
dressed up as Native Americans. They boarded the ships and
threw 342 chests of tea overboard. This event became known
as the “Boston Tea Party.”

As word of the Boston Tea Party spread, colonists gathered to
celebrate the bold act. Yet no one spoke out against British
rule itself. Most colonists still saw themselves as loyal British
citizens.

i - kol

As word of the Boston Tea Party spread, people gathered in the
streets to celebrate the bravery of the Sons of Liberty.

3. DETERMINING CAUSE
AND EFFECT Fill in the
diagram to explain how the
Intolerable Acts affected the
lives of the colonists.

Intolerable Acts

V4

V4
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LESSON 2 SUMMARY, continued

4. CITING TEXT
EVIDENCE What did the
British do to punish the
colonists for the Boston Tea
Party?

The Intolerable Acts

King George lll feared that Britain was losing control of the
colonies. To punish the colonists, Britain passed the Coercive
Acts.

One of the acts forced the colonists to let British soldiers live
among them. Another banned town meetings in
Massachusetts. One closed Boston Harbor until the colonists
agreed to pay for the tea they had thrown overboard. This
stopped shipments of food and other supplies to the colony.

With its actions, Parliament was trying to cut Massachusetts off
from the other colonies. However, the Coercive Acts united
the colonies. Other colonies sent food and clothing to Boston
in support.

After the Coercive Acts, Parliament also passed the Quebec
Act. It created a government for Canada and extended its
territory south to the Ohio River. This action ignored the
colonies’ claim to that region.

Colonists were angry and believed that the Coercive Acts and
Quebec Act violated their rights as British citizens. They
renamed them the “Intolerable Acts.”

1. On a separate piece of paper, re-create the diagram below and identify ways that
the colonists showed their opposition to British policies.

Increased colonial opposition

2. # MAKING CONNECTIONS Using the information from your diagram and the
lesson, explain how colonial leaders used the Boston Massacre to their advantage,
and how other British actions in this period brought the colonists together in resistance.
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LESSON 3 SUMMARY

A Call to Arms

SS.8.A.3.2,SS.8.A.3.3,SS.8.A.3.6,SS.8.A.3.8

A Meeting in Philadelphia I INTERPRETING The
Continental Congress

In September 1774, a group of 55 delegates known as the claimed that British laws

Continental Congress met in Philadelphia. Their goal was to violated the “laws of nature,

set up a political body to represent Americans who wanted to the principles of the English

challenge British control. constitution, and the several

charters” of the colonies.
What do you think they
meant by the “laws of
nature”?

Delegates from all of the colonies except Georgia attended the
meeting. They included Samuel Adams and John Adams from
Massachusetts, John Jay from New York, and George
Washington, Richard Henry Lee, and Patrick Henry from Virginia.

The Delegates Vote

During the Continental Congress, the delegates voted to take
actions against the British.

« Theyissued a statement of grievances calling for the
repeal of 13 acts of Parliament. They said the laws
violated the “laws of nature, the principles of the English
constitution, and the several charters” of the colonies.

- They voted to boycott British trade. This meant the
colonies would not import or use any British goods or
sell colonial goods in Great Britain.

. They approved the Suffolk Resolves prepared by the
people of Massachusetts. These resolutions stated that
the Coercive Acts were illegal and called on colonists to
arm themselves against the Beritish.

Fighting Begins

Colonial militias were a tradition in the American colonies.
They had been formed in most colonies to protect and serve
the people who lived in the colonies. Militia members used
their own weapons and trained with other citizen soldiers. As
tensions with the British grew, more people joined militias and
they began gathering and storing military supplies. Some
militias were known as minutemen, because they claimed
they could be ready to fight on a minute’s notice.

Many colonists believed that if fighting were to break out, it
would happen in New England. Following the Continental
Congress’s call to arms, the Massachusetts militia began
training and stockpiling weapons.
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UNITED STATES HISTORY 143



Name

Date Class

LESSON 3 SUMMARY, continued

2. DRAWING
CONCLUSIONS The
photo caption mentions a
quote from American poet
Ralph Waldo Emerson. What
did he mean by the “shot
heard ‘round the world”?
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Great Britain Sends Troops

The British were also preparing for a fight. By April 1775,
thousands of British soldiers camped in and around Boston.
King George Ill ordered British general Thomas Gage to seize
the Massachusetts militia’s weapons and arrest its leaders.

Gage heard that the militia stored its weapons at Concord, a
town near Boston. On April 18, 1775, he sent 700 troops to
destroy the weapons.

Lexington and Concord

Colonists in Boston saw the troops march out of town. Paul
Revere and William Dawes, members of the Sons of Liberty,
rode to Lexington, a town near Concord. They warned
colonists that the British were coming.

About 70 minutemen were waiting for the British when they
reached Lexington. Someone fired a shot, causing both sides
to begin shooting. Eight minutemen were killed.

The British then moved on to Concord. They destroyed the
few weapons that were left there and then met a group of
minutemen waiting for them. In a short battle, the British took
heavy losses. They began to make their way back to Boston.

As word spread about the British movement, colonists hid along
the road from Concord to Boston. As British troops passed they
fired on them. By the time the British reached Boston, 73 of
their soldiers had been killed and at least 174 wounded.

The first shots of the revolution against the British were fired at
Lexington, Massachusetts, in 1775. Poet Ralph Waldo Emerson
wrote that the Americans at Lexington and Concord had fired the
“shot heard ‘round the world.”
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LESSON 3 SUMMARY, continued

More Military Action

The battle for independence had begun. After Lexington and
Concord, many colonists were ready to join militias.

Benedict Arnold of the Connecticut militia enlisted 400 men. He
set out to capture Fort Ticonderoga on Lake Champlain in New
York. He joined with Ethan Allen and the Vermont militia, known
as the Green Mountain Boys. Together, they caught the British
by surprise. Fort Ticonderoga surrendered on May 10, 1775.

Later, Arnold became a traitor. He sold military information to
the British. When it was discovered, he fled to New York City.
There he commanded British troops and led raids against the
Americans.

The Battle of Bunker Hill

Militias grew as more people heard of the fighting. Before
long, the militia around Boston had 20,000 soldiers. The city
was controlled by the British, but the militia camped nearby.

On June 16, 1775, Colonel William Prescott set up militia posts
on Bunker Hill and Breed’s Hill, across the harbor from Boston.
The next day, the British charged up Breed’s Hill. The
Americans were running out of ammunition, so Prescott is said
to have shouted, “Don’t fire until you see the whites of their
eyes.” When the militia fired, the British retreated. Twice more
the British tried but failed. Finally, the Americans ran out of
gunpowder and pulled back.

The British won the Battle of Bunker Hill, which was actually
fought on Breed’s Hill. However, more than 1,000 of their
soldiers were killed or wounded. The British were learning
that defeating the Americans would be neither quick nor easy.

Choosing Sides

As the fighting between the British and the Americans
increased, colonists had to decide which side they were on.
Would they join the rebels or stay loyal to Britain?

3. SUMMARIZING
Summarize the results of the
early battles in the colonists’
fight for independence.

Lexington

Concord

Fort Ticonderoga

Bunker Hill
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LESSON 3 SUMMARY, continued

4. DEFINING Why was the Colonists who sided with Britain were called Loyalists. They
American Revolution also did not think the British taxes and laws justified a rebellion.
considered a civil war? Some held offices and felt it was their job to support British

rule. Others thought Britain would win the war and did not
want to be on the losing side.

The Patriots were colonists who supported the war. They
thought that they had earned the right to govern themselves.
They were determined to fight until they won independence
from Britain.

The American Revolution was not just a war between the
British and the Americans. It was also a civil war between
American Patriots and American Loyalists.

_ 0§\ REVIEWLESSONZ

1. Create a chart like the one below to record the differences between Loyalists and
Patriots.

LOYALISTS PATRIOTS

2. # WRITING AN ARGUMENT Imagine that you are at a town meeting that
includes colonists who have not decided whether to side with the British or the
Americans in the fight for independence. Decide which side you will support, then
write a short speech to convince those who are attending to join either the Loyalists
or the Patriots. Use information and examples from the last two lessons to support
your argument.
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LESSON 4 SUMMARY
Declaring Independence

SS.8.A1.6,SS.8.A.3.3, SS.8.A.3.6, SS.8.A.3.7, SS.8.A.3.16

1. DIFFERENTIATING

The Second Continental How did the actions of
the Continental Congress
Congl‘ess lessen British control of the

When the Continental Congress first met in 1774 they made an colonies?

agreement to meet again if the British did not address their
concerns. With the battles at Lexington and Concord in 1775,
there was no doubt that the colonists’ relationship with the
British had not improved. As a result, the Second Continental
Congress met on May 10, 1775.

Distinguished Leaders

The delegates of the Second Continental Congress included
some of the greatest leaders in America. Among them were

John and Samuel Adams, Patrick Henry, Richard Henry Lee,

and George Washington.

Benjamin Franklin, one of the most respected men in the
colonies, had been a leader in the Pennsylvania legislature.
John Hancock of Massachusetts was a wealthy merchant. He
funded many Patriot groups, including the Sons of Liberty. The
delegates chose Hancock to be president of the Congress.
Thomas Jefferson, who was only 32, was also a delegate. He
served in the Virginia legislature and was known as a brilliant
thinker and writer.

Key Actions

Although the delegates at the Second Continental Congress
were concerned about the relationship with the British and the
lives lost in battle, they were not ready to vote for a break
from Britain. It would be another year before Jefferson would
write the Declaration of Independence.

However, the Continental Congress did take actions to begin
governing the colonies. It

- authorized the printing of money.

« set up a post office, with Benjamin Franklin in charge.

. formed committees to handle relations with Native
Americans and other countries.

- created the Continental Army, with George Washington
as its commander.
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LESSON 4 SUMMARY, continued

2. CONTRASTING List
four people who made
important contributions
in the movement toward
independence. Briefly
describe the contributions
of each.
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The Congress also offered Britain one more chance to avoid
war. It sent a petition, or formal request, to King George Ill. It
was called the Olive Branch Petition and it explained that the
colonists wanted peace. It asked the king to protect their rights.

The king rejected the petition and began preparing for war.
He hired more than 30,000 German troops, called Hessians,
to fight alongside British troops.

The War Heats Up

The Americans learned that British troops were planning to
invade New York. They decided to strike first and sent troops
north from Fort Ticonderoga to capture Montreal.

In July 1775, George Washington went to Boston to train the
militia. He needed weapons, so he arranged to have dozens
of cannons hauled 300 miles from Fort Ticonderoga.

By March 1776, Washington and the militia were ready to fight.
He ordered them to form a semicircle around Boston. This
surprised the British, and the British general commanded his
soldiers to board ships and withdraw from Boston. On

March 17, Washington led his joyful troops into the city.

Declaring Independence

The Patriots’ desire for independence was growing. Colonist
Thomas Paine wrote a booklet called Common Sense. It urged
colonists to make a complete break from British rule. It
influenced many people’s opinions in the colonies.

The delegates at the Second Continental Congress had many
heated debates about whether the colonies should declare
independence or stay loyal to Britain. In June of 1776,
Virginia’s Richard Henry Lee proposed a bold resolution to
make the colonies free and independent.

The Congress debated the resolution. Some delegates
wanted to remain loyal to Britain. Others argued that war had
already begun and they should be free from Great Britain.
Many feared Britain’s power to crush the rebellion.

The colonists of East and West Florida did not share the anger
of other colonists. Florida stayed loyal to British rule
throughout the debate for independence. In fact, many
Loyalists from Georgia and South Carolina fled to Florida to
escape the fighting.
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LESSON 4 SUMMARY, continued

3. DETERMINING
CENTRAL IDEAS
Underline the ideas that
Jefferson borrowed
from John Locke in
writing the Declaration of
Independence. Explain how
these ideas reflected the
goals of the Patriots.

Members of the Declaration Committee discuss the first draft of
the Declaration of Independence. According to the Declaration,
protecting citizens’ rights was the main purpose of government.

Writing the Declaration

As the debate continued, the Congress chose a committee to
write a Declaration of Independence. John Adams, Benjamin

Franklin, Thomas Jefferson, Robert Livingston, and Roger 4. CITING TEXT

Sherman were on the committee. They asked Thomas EVIDENCE

Jefferson to write the first draft of the document. On a separate sheet of

At first, Jefferson hesitated but Adams persuaded him to do paper, describe the four
the writing. Jefferson was inspired by the ideas of English parts of the Declaration of
philosopher John Locke. Locke had said that people are born Independence. Which parts
with certain natural rights to life, liberty, and property. He said of the Declaration served
that people form governments to protect those rights, and that as a basis for a democratic
a government interfering with those rights could be government?

overthrown.

On July 2, 1776, the Second Continental Congress voted on
Lee’s proposal for independence. Then the delegates
discussed and edited Jefferson’s draft of the Declaration of
Independence. On July 4, they approved it. John Hancock
was the first to sign. Eventually 56 delegates signed the
document announcing the birth of the United States. Copies
were printed and sent to people in the newly declared states.

The Declaration of Independence

The Declaration of Independence has four main sections. The
preamble, or introduction, states that people who wish to form
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LESSON 4 SUMMARY, continued

a new country should explain their reasons for doing so. The
next section lists the rights that the colonists believed they
should have:

“We hold these truths to be self-evident, that all men are
created equal, that they are endowed by their Creator with
certain unalienable [not to be denied] Rights, that among
these are Life, Liberty, and the pursuit of Happiness.”

The Declaration states that the government’s purpose is to
protect these rights.

The next section of the Declaration lists the complaints
against the British. These included “cutting off our trade with
all parts of the world” and “imposing taxes on us without our
consent.” The final section proclaims the establishment of the
new nation.

i\ REVIEW LESSON 4

1. Complete a chart like the one below to show the actions taken by the First and
Second Continental Congresses.

FIRST CONTINENTAL CONGRESS SECOND CONTINENTAL CONGRESS

2. # DRAWING CONCLUSIONS As noted in your chart, the actions of the First
and Second Continental Congresses reflected the colonists’ growing commitment
to gain independence from Britain. What actions did the second Congress take that
made it more like an independent government than the first Congress? How did the
second Congress’s actions reflect a growing commitment to independence?
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