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Your first stop is Russia. Russia celebrates
. Christmas on January 1. In Russia, Father
+ Fros} and his granddaughler, the Snow
Maiden, deliver presenis to children under
decorated New Year trees. On Christmas Eve,
many people have 12-dish dinners, which are
usually made up of a beetroot soup called
borschi, vegetables, sauerkraut, and
1-  porridge dishes. You most likely won'} find
T any meat at this medl. The Christmas Day
"~ meal, however, is considered a feas} and
includes a roast pork or goose, meat
dumplings, and desserts like gingerbread
cookies. Another holiday #radition in Russia is

where children go around {o the homes of PATHER CHRISTMAS ¢ \
J friends and family whie singing Christmas AND THE N
AN
be.Carols and wishing people a happy new \jeqr\ SNOW MAIDIN
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Germany is known for their Christmas +raditions.
—+ In fact, many countries have adopted Christmas
:"}raditions from Germany. One of these }raditions
s the Christmas ree. In Germany, many parents
decorate their Christmas trees on Christmas Eve
and surprise +heir children when they are
finished. Another tradition is the advent calendar
and wreath o count down the days unti
Christmas. In +he days leading up to Christmas,
chidren open the windows on +he advent
cdlendars. Each day, there is a candy, poem,
story, or even a smdl present. On Chrisimas Eve,
Father Christmas visits homes and delivers
presents +o the children. On December 6,
Germany celebrates St Nicholas Day. On the eve
of Gt Nicholas Day, children leave out their shoes
\. nd S+ Nicholas puts candy and small gifis in their
shoes that night.
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MEXIC

The Mexican celebration of Christmas is caled Las
— Posadoas. Las Posadas begins December 16 and ends

-

:December 24. Each night of Las Posadas, children go
door 4o door +o the houses of neighbors, friends,
and family members as they reenact part of the
Christmas story. The chidren are told that there is
no room until they reach the last home. At the last

home, they are welcomed in, and this is where the

party is held. Each night of Las Posadas, a new

J:. home welcomes them in and has a party. Pinatas

T, are often par} of +he celebration. Children take

"turns hithing the paper maché object with sticks unti
candy fals out. On January 6, Mexico celebrates Dia

de los Reyes, which means “Day of the Kings". On
the night before Dia de los Reyes, the children leave

their shoes outside. In the morning, the shoes are

filed with toys and sweels from the Three Kings.

\. On this day, people eat a sweet bread called Rosca

KL de Reyes (Ring of the Kings).
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In France, most homes are decorated with Christmas
—+ trees and nativity scenes. I} is also common to find
s misHeloe hanging from doorframes. The mistetoe is
a promise of good luck to those who walk under it.
On Christmas Eve, there is a special meal. This meal is
a large feast that lasts for hours. Dinner usually
includes turkey, ousters, and escargof, which is
cooked snais. I} is diso a radition to have 13 desseris
at +this meal One of those desserts is a Yule log cake.
4= This cake comes from an old radition where families
T would chop down trees and use the specidl logs 4o
“light their fireplaces every night through the 12 days
of Christmas. Nowadays, not all homes have
fireplaces, so the Yule log has been made into g
delicious holiday dessert o help carry on the
tradition. The dessert is a chocolate cake with cream
filing +hat has been rolled into a log shape. It is +hen
Y. covered with chocolate icing o make it look like the

N

o, bark of a tree.
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e, wear paper crowns on their heads.

In England, most towns and cities decorate the
C . streets with Chrisimas lights. The most famous
+ display of lights is in England's capital city, London.
Many people also decorate their homes with lights,
Christmas trees, and mistetoe. On Christmas Eve,
chidren hang up stockings over their fireplaces or
above their beds in hopes +hat Father Chrisimas
(Santa Claus) wil £il Hhem up Hhat night with
presents and treats. They diso leave out mince pies,
~ drinks for Father Chrisimas, and carrols for his
* reindeer. Children also write letters +o Father
Christmas 4o tell him what they wish to receive for
Christmas. On Chrisimas Day, families exchange gifts
with each other and share Chrisimas meals. At the
Christmas meal, people eat turkey, vegetables, and
stuffing. Christmas pudding and Christmas cake are
usualy on the menu. A} Chrisimas dinner, people
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Even though the Christmas story took place in
Israel, most people in lsrael do not celebrate
Christmas. Instead, people celebrate the
Jewish festival of Hanukkah, which is
celebrated around the same time as
Christmas. Hanukkah is an eight-day
celebration. Many famiies exchange gifts each
night for those eight days. On the first night,
many families have big dinners. Potato /atkes
(fried potato pancakes), beef brisket, and jely
donuts are often served. After dinner,
families light the menorah candles. Each night,
a new candle is lit. During the lighting of the
candees, a blessing is given, and a specia
Jewish hymn is sung. On each night, children
are given small gifts, Jewish money coins, or
even chocolate coins.
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